REPORT ON CELEBRATION OF WORLD FUNGUS DAY

INTRODUCTION:

First of all, we are very much gratified and extend our sincere thanks and immense
pleasure to our respected Hon’ble Principal Dr. D. V. Hande Sir for granting the permission
to organize the World Fungus Day Celebration in our college on 1%t October 2025, organized
in collaboration with the Mycological Society of India and MSI Amravati Unit. This
program was organized with the objective of creating awareness about the importance of fungi
in nature, industry, and human life.

We are highly obliged to express our heartfelt gratitude to the President of the
Mycological Society of India, Prof. J. Savitha, the Past President, Prof. R. N. Kharwar and
Executive President Prof. N. Raaman for their continuous support, encouragement, and
visionary guidance towards academic and outreach activities related to fungi across the nation.
We are also thankful to the entire Council Member of the Mycological Society of India, and
MSI Amravati Unit whose cooperation and academic spirit helped in realizing the objectives
of this event.

The entire program was successfully conducted under the dignified leadership and
presidential guidance of Dr. D. V. Hande Sir, who inspired students with his visionary address
on the importance of fungi in ecological balance and their wide-ranging applications in
agriculture, medicine, and industry. The collective efforts of the faculty, organizing committee,
and students made this program a grand success, reflecting the true spirit of scientific awareness
and academic collaboration.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:

On the occasion of “World Fungus Day” celebrated on 2nd October 2025, our
institution organized a series of educational and creative activities such as Poster Presentation,
Model Making, and Photography Competitions in collaboration with the Mycological Society
of India and its Amravati Unit. The event was aimed at creating awareness among students
regarding the enormous diversity, ecological importance, and industrial applications of fungi.
It served as a platform to highlight the vital role of fungi in maintaining ecological balance,
their contribution to decomposition, nutrient recycling, and their vast potential in
pharmaceutical, agricultural, and biotechnological industries.

The primary objectives behind organizing these events were:

e To educate and inspire students about the immense diversity and functional roles of
fungi in nature and industry.

e To enhance scientific curiosity and research aptitude among life science students
towards mycology and its applications.

e To develop a spirit of creativity, observation, and entrepreneurship among the students
through participatory activities.

e To promote awareness about the ecological services of fungi in nutrient cycling and
sustainable development.



e To encourage interdisciplinary learning connecting mycology with environmental
conservation, agriculture, and industry.

Participation

The “World Fungus Day” celebration witnessed an overwhelming and enthusiastic
response from students across various institutions. A total of 62 students registered and
actively participated in the competitions organized under this event, which included Poster
Presentation, Model Making, and Photography Competitions.

The event received wide academic participation not only from our home institution,
Mahatma Fule Arts, Commerce and Sitaramji Chaudhari Science College, Warud, Dist.
Amravati but also from students representing various other esteemed colleges such as
Bhartiya Mahavidyalaya, Amravati and Arvind Bapu Deshmukh College, Bharshingi.
The inclusion of students from these neighbouring institutions enriched the intercollegiate
dimension of the event, fostering collaborative learning and creative exchange.

Participants represented diverse academic backgrounds, primarily from the life
sciences, biotechnology, microbiology, and agricultural sciences. They showcased their
innovative ideas through artistic and scientific expressions focusing on fungal biodiversity,
ecological significance, and industrial utility of fungi. The registration process was carried out
in both online and offline modes, ensuring maximum accessibility to students from varied
regions and disciplines.

EVENT DESCRIPTION:

The “World Fungus Day” program was organized with great enthusiasm on 1%
October 2025 at Mahatma Fule Arts, Commerce and Sitaramji Chaudhari Science
College, Warud, Dist. Amravati, in collaboration with the Mycological Society of India
(MSI) and its Amravati Unit. The celebration commenced with the ribbon-cutting ceremony
performed by the Hon’ble Principal, Dr. D. V. Hande, marking the formal inauguration of the
event. This was followed by a warm welcome and floral felicitation of all the distinguished
guests and dignitaries present on the dais, including members of the jury panel, coordinators,
and invited guests, by the faculty members and students of the Department of Botany.

The event was gracefully anchored by Dr. P. J. Deshmukh, who kept the audience
engaged with her dynamic presentation and smooth coordination throughout the session. The
program began with an introductory address by Dr. S. V. Satpute, Head of the Department
of Botany, who delivered an insightful talk highlighting the ecological role of fungi in nutrient
cycling, organic matter decomposition, and maintaining environmental balance. He
emphasized that fungi are nature’s finest recyclers, contributing to soil fertility and the
sustainability of ecosystems.

Following this, Prof. L. K. V. Pawar delivered a thoughtful speech appreciating the
initiative taken by the department to promote fungal education among students. He underlined
the importance of recognizing fungi as a crucial component of biodiversity with immense
biotechnological and industrial potential.



Students from Mahatma Fule Mahavidyalaya, Warud, Bhartiya Mahavidyalaya,
Amravati, and Arvind Bapu Deshmukh College, Bharshingi enthusiastically shared their
thoughts and reflections on the importance of fungi, the relevance of World Fungus Day, and
the inspiration they derived from the competitions. Their interaction added vibrancy to the
event and reflected the growing curiosity of young minds toward mycological studies.

A total of 31 students participated in the Poster Presentation Competition, 23
students in the Model Making Competition, and 12 students in the Photography
Competition. The competitions were conducted under the supervision of the respective
coordinators — Prof. S. S. Sakhare for Poster Presentation, Dr. P. J. Deshmukh and Dr. M.
B. Bobade for Model Making, and Dr. M. B. Bobade for Photography.

The jury panel for evaluating the events comprised Prof. L. K. V. Pawar, Prof. S. R.
Sinkar, and Dr. R. Y. Bakale, who meticulously assessed each entry based on creativity,
scientific understanding, and presentation skills. After an intense evaluation, the results were
declared, and prizes were awarded in each category, First, Second, Third, and Consolation
Prize.

In the Poster Presentation Competition, the First Prize was awarded to Miss Vaishali
Kharpuriya from Arvind Bapu Deshmukh College, Bharshingi; the Second Prize went to Mr.
Devendra Almast from the Mahatma Fule Mahavidyalaya Warud; the Third Prize was secured
by Samiksha Wankhade from Bhartiya Mahavidyalaya Amravati; and the Consolation Prize
was given to Miss Mohini Karolkar from Arvind Bapu Deshmukh College, Bharshingi.

In the Model Making Competition, the First Prize was awarded to Miss Grishma
Daware (Mahatma Fule Mahavidyalaya, Warud), the Second Prize went to Miss Vaishnavi
Satnurkar (Mahatma Fule Mahavidyalaya, Warud), the Third Prize was won by Miss
Shrutika Mamarde (Bhartiya Mahavidyalaya, Amravati), and the Consolation Prize went to
Miss Monishka p. Mandre (Mahatma Fule Mahavidyalaya Warud).

In the Photography Competition, the First Prize was again secured by Miss Kundan
Nandane (Bhartiya Mahavidyalaya Amravati), followed by Miss Prachi Lohkarar (Bhartiya
Mahavidyalaya, Amravati) as Second Prize Winner, Miss Chaitali Mendhe (Mahatma Fule
Mahavidyalaya, Warud) as Third Prize Winner, and Miss Neha Buwade (Mahatma Fule
Mahavidyalaya, Warud) receiving the Consolation Prize.

The presidential address was delivered by Dr. D. V. Hande, Principal of the college,
who shared a comprehensive and inspiring speech on the applications of mushrooms and fungi
in various fields such as medicine, agriculture, food industry, and environmental biotechnology.
He also reflected on the historical and cultural importance of fungi in human civilization and
motivated students to pursue research and innovation in mycology.

The program concluded with the vote of thanks proposed by Prof. S. S. Sakhare, who
expressed heartfelt gratitude to all dignitaries, participants, Mycological Society of India
including its President, Past Presidents, Council Members, and the Amravati Unit, for their
guidance, encouragement, and valuable support. He also thanked the teaching and non-teaching
staff and students for their active involvement in making the event a grand success.



VOTE OF THANKS

We express our special thanks to Dr. D. V. Hande, Principal and President of the
Mycological Society of India Amravati Unit, for his inspiring leadership, guidance, and
continued encouragement throughout the organization of this programme. His academic vision
and motivating words greatly enriched the spirit of the event.

We also take this opportunity to express sincere gratitude to Prof. L. K. V. Pawar, Prof.
S. R. Sinkar, and Dr. R. Y. Bakale, who served as the jury panel, for their valuable time, fair
judgment, and expertise in evaluating the participants of various competitions.

A special mention of appreciation goes to the programme convenor, Prof. S. S. Sakhare
for Poster Presentation, Dr. P. J. Deshmukh and Dr. M. B. Bobade coordinators for Model
Making and Photography Competitions, whose consistent efforts, organization, and dedication
ensured the smooth conduct and success of the event. We are equally thankful to Dr. S. V.
Satpute, Head of the Department of Botany, for his inspiring introductory speech and valuable
guidance throughout the event. The joint efforts of all teaching and non-teaching staff
contributed immensely to the success of the celebration.

The programme concluded with warm wishes and a positive note from the organizing
committee, expressing hope to meet again with new ideas, creative enthusiasm, and innovative
scientific activities in the future.

Date: 01/10/2025
Place: Warud
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Y Model Making Competit

) Poster Presentation Competi

Competition is open for all UG & PG Student

There is No Registration Fees.

Poster can be hand drawn or power point made. ’ 4
Topic for Poster Presentation is Role of Fungi in Nature.

Model should must be made by student with sustainable material.
Photograph should be taken by student only.

All Participants will get Certificate.
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Respected Sir/Ma’am

We are heartily appreciating your herculean efforts as a Member of Jury Panel and
Evaluator of Poster Presentation on the occasion of “Celebration of World Fungi Day”
organized by Department of Botany, Mahatama Fule Arts Commerce & Sitaramji Chaudhary
Science College Warud in collaboration with Mycological Society of India and MSI Amravati
Unit on 1" October, 2025. Thanks for your energies to make this event successful. We hope to
have your same cooperation in future also.

Thanking you.

Principal
== Principal
Mahatma Fule Arts Comm & Stitaramjl
Chawdhan Soience Mahavidyalaya Warud
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Respected Sir/Ma’am

We are heartily appreciating your herculean efforts as a Member of Jury Panel and
Evaluator of Poster Presentation on the occasion of “Celebration of World Fungi Day”
organized by Department of Botany, Mahatama Fule Arts Commerce & Sitaramji Chaudhary
Science College Warud in collaboration with Mycological Society of India and MSI Amravati
Unit on 1* October, 2025. Thanks for your energies to make this event successful. We hope to
have your same cooperation in future also.

Thanking you.

Principal
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